
  

 

 

B.A. DEGREE EXAMINATION —  

DECEMBER, 2018. 

Third Year 

English and Communication 

VICTORIAN AGE 

Time : 3 hours Maximum marks : 75 

I.  Answer any THREE of the following in about  

30 words each.     (3 × 5 = 15) 

1. How would you describe Ulysses’ treatment of his 

son, Telemachus? 

2. What are the main figures of speech used in ‘The 

Blessed Damozel’ by D.G. Rossetti? 

3. Was the Duke responsible for his wife’s death in 

‘My Last Duchess’? 

4. In what ways are the gender roles in The 

importance of Being Earnest reversed? 

5. Sketch the character of Professor Henry Higgins. 

6. Comment on the symbols in the novel Tess of the 

D’Ubervilles. 
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II. Answer any THREE of the following in about  

100 words each.     (3 × 10 = 30) 

7. What is the major theme of the poem ‘My Last 

Duchess’? What was Browning trying to portray 

through the character of the Duke? 

8. Discuss the themes of the poem ‘The Dover Beach’.  

9. How are Miss. Prism and Dr. Chasuble products of 

society? What does this reveal about the Victorian 

attitudes towards education? 

10. Discuss the themes of the play “Pygmalion”. 

11. Examine the Social class of the Victorian England 

in Tess of the D’Ubervilles. 

12. Is The Woman in White a detective novel? What 

are the elements of detective fiction? 

III.  Answer any TWO of the following in about  

200 words each.     (2 × 15 = 30) 

13. How significant is the title of the poem ‘My Last 

Duchess’ towards the understanding of the Duke 

and his late wife? 

14. Give a detailed account of John Ruskin’s ‘Sesame 

and Lilies’. 
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15. What are the characteristics of a poet according to 

Thomas Carlyle? 

16. What is the four main characters’ relationship to 

reality in the novel The Importance of Being 

Earnest? How do they cope, romanticize or escape 

from it? 
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